


Tanzie’s PAWESOME Year-in-Review

A Note from Tanzie... 
Happy New Year everpawdy!! Tanzie here! 
Hope you and your packz had a PAWESOME 
Howliday!! With so much goingz on this year, 
like my first year running a nonprofit, I thought 
everypawdy might want to know about all the 
crazy great thingz we did in 2016!  So let 
me start off this letter about EVERYTHINGZ… 

I can’t believe all of this happened because 
I stole my mommy’s heart on that cold 
December night in Sarajevo – heck, all I 
really wanted was a belly rub!!  The only life 
I knew was just roaming the streets, running 
out into a nearby field to play with other 
street dogs, and avoiding people who didn’t 
like me.  I guess that is the beauty of it all, 
that we never know the pawesome things 

that can come of the smallest of actions…! 
Thankfully mommy fell in love with me, and 
in doing so, saw how much I wanted to save 
my friends. Now I’m pursuing my dream! 
Since I’m not that good with typing, numbers, 
or concentrating, you know, important things 
like that, I’ll let my mommy finish the rest of 
this letter. Thank you ALL for your support 
and loves and donations to help me save 
more of my Bosnian fur friends I left behind. 

We won’t ever be able to save them all, and 
that breaks my heart, but we have helped SO 
many that never would have been saved, fed, 
or cared for had we not had a paw in it. So 
from the bottom of my heart, a HUGE thank 
you for helping me #savebosnianstrays…
PAW-PUMP Team Tanzie!!

-Your favorite crazy Bosnian rescue pup!

Tanzie’s “Shout-Out”...
Hi y’all! Katie here, taking over for Tanzie! (Really, 
she just wanted to go play with Blue and Ice….)

Tanzie and I want to kick-off this newsletter 
by thanking everyone who helped along the 
journey to making The Tanzie Project possible: 
my friends and coworkers in Bosnia who 
helped me figure out how to bring Tanzie 
to the USA, Walker and my family for their 
continued support, and the Puppy Rescue 
Mission team and its supporters. Not only 
did PRM take a chance on me when I had 
exhausted all resources for help saving some 

Bosnian puppies, but their team guided and 
encouraged me to take this cause to the next 
level. And of course, a huge “PAW-PUMP” to 
our board members, volunteers, supporters, 
and donors who have helped us get through 
our first year...successfully, I would say! None of 
this would have been possible if not for ALL of 
you - thank you from the bottom of my heart.    

2016 at a Glance...
Tanzie wants to share some highlights since 
our incorporation, February 18, 2016.  DRUM 
ROLL PLEASE!!! This year, we’ve rehomed 42 
Bosnian strays across the U.S. and 6 European 
countries! But our efforts didn’t just begin 
once we became official – including Tanzie, 
the 14 pups PRM sponsored in 2015, and the 
22 dogs Nina transported throughout Europe, 
we have collectively rehomed 79 of Bosnia’s 
forgotten street dogs – that’s pawsitively 
fantastic!! It’s amazing what we can all achieve 
when we come together for the common good!

I launched my first fundraiser benefiting 
Bosnia’s stray dogs in December 2014, asking 
for $500 to buy dog food - and the rest is 
history! To showcase our overall growth, I 



also included 2015 donation figures in this 
financial summary - from online fundraisers, 
to outreach events, to T-Shirt and calendar 
sales, we have made a huge impact since 
that first fundraiser more than two years ago!

Tanzie said she’s not good at numbers, but she 
did all the calculations below so she could share 
how much all of YOU have done for her cause!

 

Fundraising Summary:
    Total donations raised in 2015: $11,194
    Total donations raised in 2016: $30,979
    Online fundraisers held in 2015: 13
    Online fundraisers held in 2016: 27

Total donations 2015-2016: $42,173

TTP’s key support areas entail veterinary 
expenses, food, shelter repairs and construction, 
pension (shelter) fees, and transport expenses. 
This year, we incurred more administrative 
costs than we anticipate in the future due to 
incorporation and tax-exemption requirements.

Veterinary Support:
2015: $1,470 (Jinn, Rafo, Duncan, Carrot, Bear pups)
2016: $3,103 (Maya, Jak, Mona, Black pup, Sparky,  
       Dexter, Phoenix, Unnamed Pup #3, Blue, Ice)
TOTAL: $4,573

FOOD SUPPORT:
2015: $1,715 2016: $3,965  TOTAL: $5,680

Shelter/Pension fees:
2015: Carrot: $520; overdue fees: $5,739 
2016: fees/workers $1,115

Shelter REPAIRs & construction:
2015: n/a   2016: $1,375.50

Transports:
2015: 5 dogs, totaling $1,520 
Germany: Ginger, Lilly, Reba, Mama, Jerry

2016: 42 dogs, totaling $20,605
Austria: Bjelka, Glista 
Denmark: India
Germany: Ajko, Blanka, Goldy(a), Joe, Mixy,  
    Smooky, Terry(a), Tom, Fudo, Bella, Kraka, 
    Jack, Starisa, Chupi, Sasha, Zara, Lucy, 
    Mrva, Nadia, Chappi, Pico, Goldy(b) Dudi, 
    Schokolada, Rita
Netherlands: Bonnie 
Switzerland: Blacky, Terry(b), Amy
UK: Taz (Funded by BDRUK)
USA: Rafo, Duncan, Miyu, Miska, Lily, Lola, 
      Maya, Blue, Ice

2016 Fundraising & Outreach
One-Fur-All Candles: $286.43

Pawesome 2017 Calendars: $225 
**We still have quite a few calendars left, so 
please help us sell some more! Order one for 
yourself and/or another dog lover at 
www.thetanzieproject.org/tanzie-gear**

TaNzie Tees! 
2015 w/ Booster: $33.18 (15 shirts)
2016 w/ Bonfire Funds: $587.32 (52 shirts)

Pawty-Time!
Summer Block Party: $280.48
Fall Festival: $302.93

FDP Program:
In November 2016, we also introduced 
the “Fairy Dog Parent” program. Since it’s 

2016
Transports

www.thetanzieproject.org/tanzie-gear


inception in November, 6 of Nina and Selma’s 
dogs have been “virtually adopted”: Poppy, 
Angel, Lucky, Djecak, Bambi, & Donna. 
We currently have 9 FDP opportunities, and 
more on the way! To see 
these pups, visit www.
thetanzieproject.org/FDP.

Doobert.com
With Blue and Ice’s 
whirlwind transport came 
some much needed 
networking! Thankfully 
we were approved to 
receive volunteer support 
through Doobert, and without them, Blue 
and Ice’s trip from Boston to Tanzie’s house 
in Virginia would never have been possible!

funds-2-orgs & RESQWALK
People from across 3 states came together 
to donate roughly 25 bags of shoes (500 
pairs) to help save Bosnia’s strays! We also 
now have 24 followers on ResQWalk, but we 
can get SO many more - invite your friends!

goodworld
TTP also registered with GoodWorld’s “social 
media” fundraising this year. The concept is 

for donors to complete 
a one-time registration 
and store payment 
information to support a 
nonprofit by simply typing 
“#donate,” along with a 
specified amount, on the 
organization’s Facebook 
or Twitter page! Because 
the concept is a bit 
new, our goal is to help 
followers understand 
how they can participate 

during our 2017 “#donate” campaigns.

harmony fund
All of us at TTP were completely surprised and 
grateful when we received a $1300 unrestricted 
grant from Harmony Fund in May!  Unfortunately 
many of the support organizations we contacted 
this year only provide assistance to efforts 
focusing on animals in the USA. We plan to 
keep expanding our grant requests in 2017!

BLIND DOG RESCUE UK
We had the “pawesome” opportunity to 
partner with BDRUK for sweet little Taz. Nina 
found Taz in Sarajevo when she was just 3 
months old...she had been attacked by other 
dogs and couldn’t see out of her left eye. 
With a lot of behind-the-scenes work since 
August, and with BDRUK’s support, Taz was 
finally cleared to leave Bosnia December 10, 
making the ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP across 
Europe to her new forever home in the UK - a 
PERFECT Christmas present for her new family!

April 36 Update:
One of the biggest learning experiences we 
had this first year was with the “April 36.” In 
April, Nina found a nonprofit in Germany willing 
to transport and find foster/forever homes 
for 36 dogs. The transport timeline was less 
than a week – but because we have such 
PAWESOME supporters, we were able to raise 
enough money for all transport expenses!!

Germany requires 3 weeks of quarantine at the 
border near Croatia. Unfortunately the weekend 
the dogs were supposed to go to the quarantine 
facility, there was an issue with the water and 
they were unable to take our 36. With that delay, 
the organization that was going to transport 
them to Germany no longer could.  So, we 
had raised all of that money, and now they had 
no place to go, and no one to get them there.  

As a result, I learned that even if it seems 
to be a firm opportunity, transports and 
the corresponding fundraising must be 
done in smaller quantities, because there 
are so many variables involved. I am so 
grateful for everyone’s patience with this 

Since 2015, we’ve “ “

79helped rehome 
Bosnian street dogs 
across the U.S. & 6 
European countries! 

http://www.doobert.com/ever-heard-river-rakitnica-canyon/
www.thetanzieproject.org/FDP
http://resqwalk.com
https://goodworld.me
http://harmonyfund.org/
http://blinddogrescueuk.com


What will 2017 bring? 
Upcoming activities:
- Transport for Poppy, Lucky, Angel and

sibling puppies to Austria
- Transport of 4 dogs from Bosnian Dream

Rescue Shelter to Denmark

Administrative needs:
- Volunteers & fresh ideas!
- Fundraising event project officers
- Increase ResQWalk/social media followers!

How can I help?

Want to BE A TEAM TANZIE VOLUNTEER?  Email info@thetanzieproject.org

fundraising and transport effort, and I 
apologize that we were unable to rehome 
these pups within the intended timeframe. 

Luckily we have been able to find homes 
for 15 of the 36 since, but unfortunately 
the remaining 21 dogs are still in Bosnia. 

While we still have the transport funds for the 
remaining pups, it’s just a matter of finding 
a place for them.  We are actively working 
to find European animal welfare organizations 
to assist with rehoming them, and hope 
that with your continued support, 2017 will 
be the year they all get to leave Bosnia!

APRIL 36 STATS:

   Homes/Fosters: 15
  Switzerland: Blacky, Terry
  Germany: Lucy, Mrva, Chappy, Goldy, 

     Dudi, Pico, Schokolada, Rita 
  Austria: Bjelka, Glista
  USA: Lily, Blue, Ice

  PUPS Remaining: 21 
 (Transport funds remain):

 Anna, Beli, Bonny, Brownie, Choko,   
 Choksa, Cura, Dingo, Dona, Felix, Gari, 
 George, Ginger, Jinn, Lea, Lola, Masa, 
 Miki, Riki, Snjole, Sunny

2017 goals:
- Find homes for remaining 36
- Local (Sarajevo) vet discount for Nina
- Continue and expand outreach with

European animal rescue orgs
- Explore different fundraising options
- Ultimate goal…a trip back to Sarajevo to

get a “boots on the ground” visual
update. We need to assess our progress
and what the future needs will be.

HOST A FUNDRAISER
Organized? Like to plan events? Consider 
coordinating a fundraising event in your 
area or online!

HELP WITH SOCIAL MEDIA
Hashtags make the world-wide-web go 
‘round! Put your spin on our strategic 
communications to reach more people!

GIVE ADMIN SUPPORT
Do you have any unique or pertinent skills 
you think TTP could benefit from? Want to 
take on a specific project? Let us know!

BE A FOSTER FAMILY
We don’t anticipate needing many fosters 
since most pups have homes before 
arriving, but we may need temporary 
homes at some point, & want to be ready!

mailto: info@thetanzieproject.org
mailto: info@thetanzieproject.org
www.thetanzieproject.org
www.facebook.com/thetanzieproject
www.twitter.com/tanzie_project
www.instagram.com/tanzie_project
www.pinterest.com/tanzieproject



